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the Miniſtry of John the Baptit, who Like iil. 


6 A Funeral Serluot on the Deceaſe of 
Doctrine and miraculous Akts, as alſo to his Death, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion into Heaven : for tho 
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F gs attend them here, have 1 
ns in them that are really excellent and divine, 
and which are the tnore do be valu'd, as being the 
Fledges of that glorious Perfection which was de- 4 
ſign's them by God in their Converſion to him, and 1 
is aim d at by themſelves in à holy Practice. 
This likewiſe extends to Man in his moſt Honriſh- 
ing Circumſtances, that is, confider'd amidſt all the 
Beauty which can concur to adorn him, and as | 
| fern with all the Power which may tend to ſe- 
cure fim: For as the Pfalmiſt aſſures us, Man in bis Plalm | 
bet, viz. in his moſt eſtabliſh'd Eftare, is altogether XXL 3. | 
Paging And this will further appear, if you. con- 
er, n . | OY 
" Secondly, In what reſpects Al Fleſh is Graſs, aud all 
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Growth and Flouriſhing; for we are nouriſh'd, and 
Herbage of the Field, 63k: by the repeated lefg, 
bage jeld, vix. e ted Bleſſing 
of the Eartk and Heavens: Our Life is fupply'd 
the ſame radical Moiſture and digeſting eat, and 
we areno mare able to live without the Influences of 
the Sun, and the natural Relief we receive from the 
Furth in our Food, than the moſt feeble Plants. We 
are Alſo, thro this our natural Frailty, liable to as many 
, Dangers, while we are growing up, as they; and en- 
u ap Preſervation, as well as of 
fion, before we arrive at years of Maturity. 
The mereiful Providence of our Maker, which fe- 
gards the leaſt Parts of his Creation, watches over 
* us even then, When we are imploying the hours of 
8 our Childhood in mean and delp cable things. Had 
| it not been thus, thoſe of us who are living had ne- 
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now decea$d, muſt Tong before have drop'd into the 
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Ay. In refpeft to its End and Periſhing ; and that 
1. As it is Hable to fade while ſtanding : , For as 
the Apoſtle James tells us, The Sun is no ; A riſen James i. 
with a. Burning-Hegt, but it withers the Graſs, w _— 
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often blaſted long before we. die, either thro: Sick- 
neſs, Adverſity or Old Age. The pleaſing Features 
which xeign in our Countenances, ar̃e ſoon marr d by 
the Violence of ſome Diſeaſe; and then the Beauty, 
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that is ſo much admir'd, - conſumes away like that: 
of a fading Flower. The Order and Livelineſs of our 
Thoughts are ſoon:{poil'd by the ruffling Waves of 


| Affliction, which at one time or another all are, ob- 
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noxious to, 


their Continuance 


the Decays of Old Age, become the Objects of. A | 


eſpecially if we. are aſſaulted, with ſuch 
Troubles as more immediately ſeize the Mind, or by 
ce poſſeſs it with an habitual Care 
and Dejection: For tho the Spirit of a Man may 
ſuſta in his Infirmity, a wounded Sir it who can 
bear? And this m | 


may read this in the aged Ruins of thoſe, 
rhaps, have formerly .admir'd for the 
ndowments. of their Minds, or 
Gracefulneſs of their Perſons; who are now 
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ral Compaſſion : fox I ho none of us are ſo weak; 
as to think the pure Effects of that can render any; 

Perſon juſtly A fox whatever ;Splendor; 
We live in for the preſent, and whatever Health and 
Faſe we now enjoy, tis not impoſſible that many of) 
us may . paſs thro a long, Courſe of Sickneſs, Poverty 

and Weakneſs before we die; during Which, We may; 


appear ſo unlike to What we are no-ꝗ as we are not 1X 
|  _ willing to think it is pollible for usto bB. 
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Uf the univerſal 2 of Man:, The Voice ſaid, 
Y and he ſaid all Leh? All Fleſh is 
- Grafe, &c. I ſhall det of 'this only, by ſhewing 
vou the Reaſons that are to berender'd for the? ſo- 
jenin Proclamation, of what is here aſſerted. And 
14 5 are becauſe 

Do The prevailing Opinion of our own Ercelleg⸗ 
e . our Reception of the Bleſſings of the Goſ- 

| nſation, to which this Place does, as has been 
Bra, je rn relate; for the more we are conceited 
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Life, which makes them defy the Almighty, and 


in Heaven: For their Minds are ſo crouded and poſ- 20. 
ſeſs d of worldly Objects, that they are even preju- 
_ dic'd againſt the very Thoughts of purſuing thoſe 
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of our own Endowments, the leſs we think we 
nged-thoſe inxaluable Favours which are proffer dus 
in Chriſt. There is none among us who has not a 
our 

city in ſomething that is moſt agreeable to our 

i 2 Senſe of things, which is te 
conſtant Rule by which we either chuſe, or elſe re- ö 
fuſe them. How then ſhall we be able to receive * 
Salvation and eternal Bliſs, thro the Dignity and 
Merit of another, if we retain a reigning Opinion 
of our own? | How ſhall we deſire and ſeek, as we 
ought, the Glories and Delights of the Heavenly 
World, while we place our Happineſs in the Gran- 
deur and Pleaſure of this? It is the high Eſteem Per- 
ſons have for the Honours and Pleaſures of this preſent 


bid him depart, which prevents their deſiring to Job xxi. 
know his Ways, and cauſes them to deſpiſe thoſe 'ham- 14. 
ble and fervent Addreſſes which are neceſſary to 


their being happy. 'Tis the Opinion of their own 


Excellencies which teaches them to reje& their Sa- 
viour's Righteouſneſs, while they eſtabliſh their own4Rom.x. 3. 
and to give large and florid Commendations to hu- 
man Virtues, while they contemn divine and'inward: 
Operations. It's the Conceit of their natural Beauty 
which hinders their regard to that Virtue and Grace 


which is wanting for the Ornament of their Souls; 


and the immoderate Love of Earthly Subſtance, 
which renders them negligent of laying up Treaſures Mat. vi. 


which are leſs agreeable to their Inclinations, tho 
infinitely more capable of making them great and 
happy: Wherefore as our Creator propoſes to us the 
Ble gs of his Goſpel, ſo he would have thoſe 
hurtful Notions of things confuted, which tend to 
Ee our Acceptance of them: He will in Mercy 

ve our Frailty proclaim'd to us, that we may not, 
by placing our Affections on the Vanities of this 
tranſitory Life, deceive our ſelves of the Glorious 
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lency in us, tis very hard work for others to ſhew 
Jus our Miſtake, and for our ſelves to fubmit to che 
contraty Convidtion, - And how much more muſt it 
needs be ſo, when there is ſome natural Luſtre x which 
attefids us, " which tho it be infinitely ſhort of Fa 
future Glory, and uttetly incapable of renderin | 
happy, does nevertheleſs entertain and plea — 
for che preſent? . therefore very 8 for us 
that * ould hear the ſolemn and Frogs. 

—_— of our owt! Frailty : And to this on purpoſe 

Miniſter ſhould, with the Noyzf 10 25 ers Eccl. i. 2. 
ſet e Vanity of all theſe admir d Objects before ys, 
tid reaſon yith 5 155 Phaltniſt does ( (in a Cafe 
inewhat differen ow long, e Sorts of Men, Pal. iv. 2. 
will ye love ts and ſeek after lea wth = ae 
ve ge too intent {h our purſuit of ey Things 
to come off at à ſingle 2 C. and too Sons 57 
dur own Endowmetits to de convine'd at the firſt 
= of our Frailty ; yet if we are ear- 

and frequently apply d to, tis poſſible we 
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| be affecte ith Convittion, and thoſe Endea- 
| take effect when they are often renew'd, 
| ich when were usd fi had hardly Force | 


= 1000 to rendet percelv'd : Whereas, on | 
he other hand, were we left to theſe our Opinions' | 
| bhey would never vaniſh of themſelves. Should 
ey be ö . they would gen the i 
\ttemipt 5 r . maginations of Men are | 
ike c cd d Ga ons, Which if they be not 
faulted with regular and renew'd Force, will ſtill 
emain entire, aud diſdain to yield. Upon this. ac- | 
ount it is that N iſaom tries without, and = up her Prov. i 
vict in the Street, in the Chief 1 in the opening 20, 21, 23. 
the Gares, aud in the City; 
of her doi a 
ether: Al Which 
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Fe not always effectual; becauſe tho all are not 12 
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od without them. 


/ | Having bum briefly On with the Parts of this 
xt, I comme now to the Application of them in the 
Pprovement of the whole. Fiirſt, 
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vet according to the Courſe of Things they alſo 
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4 Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of 

. Firft, This furniſhes. you with a very profitable 
Meditation when, you walk the Fields, and view. the 

uy of its Herbs and Flowers, viz. That as all the 
iſhing Products of Nature you look on will e er 

z be mow'd; down, wither'd and:carry'd away, 
muſt the People of this preſent Age be all at 
length mow'd down by the Scithe of Time, and ga- 
ther d into the Grave. And tho ſome Families may; fl 
(like ſome Roots) ſend forth a Supply of new. Suc-. 
ceſſors, and derive their Titles to a long Poſterity ; | - 


il, and are at laſt extinguiſh'd. In the ſame Places] 
where we now live, and in the fame, or like Imploy- 
ments, which take up ſo. much of our precious Time, 
our innumerable Anceſtors paſs'd away their tranſi- - 
tory Days of Life before us. And when we have ſtood . 
our Time, we muſt likewiſe leave theſe Fields, and 
the Places that know us now will know us then no more. 
And if Perſons: were as apt to be ſerious as they are 
to 2 vain, and were really as wiſe and conſiderate 
as they would have others think they are, what a 
happy mixture of. Pleaſure and Profit would ſuch. 
occaſional Meditations as theſe afford them ? They 1 
might eaſily reap ſuch a valuable Harveſt, as would 
do them much more good than the Poſſeſſion or Re / 

] 
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venues of all the Fields they look on. L 
2ly. If all Fleſh be Graſs, and all the Glory thereo 1 
be as the Flower of the Field, then what do we ſo muci 
admire in our ſelves or in others? To what purpoſe 
and with what reaſon do we beſtow our precious 
fections on ſuch periſhing Objects? Why, as th 
Wiſeman argues with the. 1 0 man, Do we  [t 
our Eyes on that which is not? which in reſpe& to it 
Uncertainty and future. Non-exiſtence, and in con 
ariſon with thoſe things that are of an everlaſtin 
ation, may be ſaid not to be. What do we mo 
in admiring thus our own Excellencies, or thoſe q 
our Relations or Friends, than Perſons who walk 
their Gardens, and admire and talk of the pre 
Flowers they have in them > which tho they irpplc 
their Thoughts ſo much to day, may be wither'd 
gather d to morrow ?, Should not this Conſidera 
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8 prevail with us to moderate our Affections to theſe 
> Fe ie j0y den f our preſent” Life, and to 
bor | eek thoſe. 17 | Beauties ure" De lights which 
47 will neyer f ind d not Faculties 


2 capable. of, ber bins. kn d were not inform d 
125 A when f poſition of theſe; 15 would not 


== the one, + 50 ſo little affected with. the other. But 
nce we have the Vanity of thoſe, and the tranſcen- 
Ie dent Excellenty of 8 ſo plaſnly ſet before us, 
ices | dur oy) Reafon will. at 'Uſt condemn us, if we 
me an on Cotes 0 and will Ae 2 
'> | - Crime unpafd even to * an as 
"| we thatl Beer e able to forgive; if we ſhall content 
0d | out ſelves with the deludin Gaietics of this 
and! Life, at the fame time When we have all the unex- 
| preflible Glories of the Eternal World ſet before us, 


are. 
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” And this ſeems to be n the Apoſtle defigns 
hey * citing this Text; for he had juſt before exhorted 
ould) the Chriſtians, to whom he Toles," to 4 pure and 
Rell fervent Lout one of the other, as fach who were born 
of God, and Pattakers of the ſame Princi les of 
I Religion and true irtue: And he then adds the 

J Conſideration" of this very Subject as a reaſon to 54 
force his Advice, For-all Fleſh" is Graſs, and ;* the 
'Glory of Man's as the Flower of Graſs , the Graſs 
27 5 ks and the” Flower thereof falleth away, but 


152 5 d reaſon to love and value one ano- 


coul ther as Chriſtians ; that is, to be ſplritual and hea- - 


{tir venly in your” ffections: For all * Excellencies 


nor You behold in others are periſhing; but thoſe 15 | 


> > - Diſpoſitions, which have 'been roduc'd in 

ka the Word of God, and which juſtly reale we? you 
ret the Objects of your own mutual Love, will endure 
for ever. This is likewiſe the Apoſtle Fohn's Argu- 
ment, Love not the World, neither the things that are 


of the Fleſh, and the Luft of the Eye, and the "Is 


ſo ſtrange à Matter that wwe moôtid be ſo taken with 


of the Dord endureth for ever. As if he 
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18 4 Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of 


"my — that we thro his Death might be bleſsd 
with the renewing 13 To conceive we cam axxive 
at a pious and holy Temper without that, I A No- 
tion that better became Heathens than it does Chriſ 
tians; for it Was a Maxim of ſome of their celebra- 
ted Teachers, that their Goodneſs. was of the 

ſelves, and their Virtue not from God: Which 

doubt was in one Senſe, too trne as to them, and 
which Opinion, if it ſhould: be'retain'd, would cert 
tainly prove fatal to us; becauſe all the Excellency 
we can attain to, without being beholden to the 
Grace of God, will never paſs for ſufficient Good- 
neſs and Virtue at his Tribunal, or 'qualify us to en- 
joy his Kingdom. How much then are th to blame, 


Heb. x. and of what dreadfal A- are they guilty, 
29. ” whodeſpiſe the Spirit of Grace, and all its effectua 


and bleſſed Influences, which are deſign'd to ſet free 
and exalt the Souls of Men into that Happineſs and 
Dignity, which, without them, they could never 
attain to? which, if ever they would obtain, they 
are bound to beg them of God with ardent and 
frequent Addreſſes; and which, if they would leave 
to themſelves any 2 of obtaining Mercy, 
it is their Wiſdom not to blaſpheme and revile. 
3. If we would obtain the Luſtres and Felicities 
of the next and everlaſting Life, we muſt live in the 
Practice of Piety towards God, and of RighteouF- 
neſs and Mercy towards Man in this. And upon 
this account it is that the Apoſtle Peter joins them 


2 Pet, i. twice together in one Sentence, According as his 


3. 


Divine Power hath given us all things that pertain 
unto Life and Godlineſs, thro the knomledg of” him 
who hath call d us to Glory and Virtue. They are 
very much miſtaken who firſt ftrive to excel others 
in worldly Grandeur, and then think themſelves as 
much above them in Worth, as they are beyond them 
in Eftate and' Figure. Alas, theſe are but mean 
things to real Glory! The Meekneſs of a Man's 
Temper, the Sanity of his Soul, his Devotion to- 
wards God, and his Charity to Man, exalt him a5 
much above ſuch vain Pretenders to Glory, as the 
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Dignity, which, without them, they could never 
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are bound to beg them of God with ardent and 
frequent Addreſſes; and which, if they would leave 
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it is their Wiſdom not to blaſpheme and revile. 
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and given much to Reading and good Diſcourſe. 
Tis therefore to be hop'd with Comfort, as well as 
in Charity, that tho, like a beautiful Flower, ſhe is 
wither'd in her Prime, ſhe nevertheleſs enjoys above 
that which infinitely excells all which is valuable and 
lorious here. 'Tis unknown to us what we may 


which abound in this lower World. 5 

And this Conſideration can't but adminiſter eſpe- 
cial Comfort to the Relations of the Perſon de- 
ceas'd, for it affords the moſt ſupporting Reaſon 
for Submiſſion to the Divine Will. Death may ſe- 

arate us for the preſent ; but if we are the Lord's, 
Fe will reſtore us one to the other, to our unſpeaka- 
ble Joy: For if our Relations and Friends are fo 
dear to us in this imperfe& State, how acceptable 
will they appear to us when deck'd with all the 
Luſtres of Glory and conſummate Virtue ? When 
the Bodies, which are now pofleſs'd of Corruption, 
and moulder'd into Duſt, ſhall riſe again every way 
ſo pure, endearing and compleat, as tranſcends all 
pollible Imagination: Even like the ſplendid Body of 
our Lord in Beauty, who is the higheſt Exemplar of 
Glory, as well as the brighteſt Pattern of Grace. 

I will conclude the whole with this ſolemn Ad- 
vice, That you would all, without any farther De- 
lay, prepare your ſelves for your latter End; ſince 
we know not who of us may prove the next par- 
ticular Inſtance of the Truth of this univerſal Affir- 
mation, That all Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Goodlineſd 


01 thereof is as the Flower of the Field. 
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ve to go thro on Earth; but thoſe in Heaven are 
ſecur'd for ever from all the Snares and Stor 
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